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Aren’t we grateful for another
year? As I continue to ‘grow up’,
I remember pondering living
beyond 2001, but I didn’t even
wonder at 2023. We live in a
different world than the one that
we imagined even last week!
American scientists were able
to make fusion happen on
December 5th! We don’t know
exactly what that means, but we
do understand that there is a
possibility that in our lifetime
we might see the world energy
situation change from our dirty
addiction to carbon fuels to a
new kind of clean and sustainable
power!
We need to prepare ourselves
for a more multicultural world
where some are still in the
Industrial age, another part being
in a Tech Age, and still another
will be moving more fully into
a Global Age that is moving
toward interdependent
communities. These townships
will respond to the unique gifts
that they have fully developed in
their citizens that they wisely
see as their greatest assets.
We are beginning to think
differently than we did even a
few short years ago. We are
often thinking and acting globally
instead of by state or country.
Whether we want to or not, the
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status quo is being challenged
with new ideas that are more
complex, less complacent, and
more compassionate. I am
reminded of this quote by St.
Ireneaus, the fourth century
Doctor of the early Church who
says:
“It is not you who shapes God; it
is God who shapes you…If then,
you are the work of God, await
the hand of the artist…who does
all things in due season. Offer
God your heart, soft and workable
and keep the form in which the
artist has fashioned you. Let your
clay remain moist, lest you grow
hard, and lose the imprint of the
artist’s fingers.”
In 2023 we are going to be
focusing our worship services on
continuing to broaden and open
wider our hearts, our senses,
and the truths in our interdependent and multiple layered
worldviews. This can be brought
to bear by bringing more trust
and contemplation as we center
and get more comfortable in
God’s mystery already being

encouraged in our lives.
As part of this focus of opening
ourselves with trust and hope
to the audacious world in which
we find ourselves, we will
courageously take a look at
finding and maybe losing some
more of our arrogant biases.
We will also look inside ourselves to discover more of our
self-serving ideas and practices of
which we are mostly unaware in
our conscious minds. Like the
Apostle Paul at his conversion
experience, we need to lose the
scales from our eyes. As we
become more aware of the
micro aggressions that we can
self-identify in the ways that we
live and think and speak, we can
gently teach each other more
loving ways. We can more fully
embrace Christ in our communal
breathing in and out. Each of us
is a teacher as well as a student,
as we all listen to Rabbi Jesus.
Then, just as we feel we are
becoming more enlightened, we
will use our new resilience to
ask our Parent in heaven to wipe
away our tears so we can more
clearly look beyond our current
existence. Together we find
the faith to go sightseeing as we
could send out mission groups
or search parties for gathering
new ideas to bring to our

enthusiastic (in God) community
here in this place.
In January as we seek Epiphany,
metaphoric light bulbs will
appear over our heads as we
see the light of Christ in new,
insightful ways. We will build
more trust with each other and
seek better relationship and faith
not only in our Trinitarian God,
but also in the ways that we
gather in the sanctuary and the
safety of remembering who we
are. We will evoke timeless
moments as we remember the
future that we have always
reminisced together as we
recreate a new present that we
can all embrace.
January 1: Welcoming in the
New Year with Sweet Harmony!
Hymn Sing!!!
Romans 12:9-21
January 8: Epiphanies Abound!
Having Faith to Seek New Light!
Matt 2:1-12; Ephesians 3:1-12
January 15: Remembering our
Future — Baptism
Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17
January 22: Calling of the
Disciples — US!
Matthew 4:12-23
January 29: Finding Wisdom in
Foolishness
Micah 6:8; 1 Cor 1:26-31;
Matthew 5:1-12
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Christmas
Cantata

Van Meter Chancel Choir and
friends of the Booneville and Van
Meter Communities treated us to
a beautiful and moving Cantata.

director Mike Cooper

Clockwise: soloists
Leslie Herman,
Kirk Hubbard, &
Kim Fankhauser;
narrators
Joey Herman &
Stacy Peterson
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT

CHRISTMAS
PAJAMA PARTY

Jess Jaspers and her Kids Care
team hosted a wildly-successful
Parent’s Night Out. Admission
to their four-hour party for kids
was a new toy.

The toys (shown below) were
donated to Blank Children’s
Hospital in Des Moines.
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85 children joined
the party. They
enjoyed Christmas
crafts, games, pizza,
gingerbread house

decorating,
and a
Christmas
movie.
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The kids wore pajamas
— and so did the staff.
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Adult Discussion
Group
Have you been
wondering
what all the
talk of the
Global Methodist Church
(GMC) is about and what it
might mean to our Van
Meter United Methodist
Church? Please join
us starting January 8 at
9:30 AM to find out.
We will be watching
an Adam Hamilton video, "I
Am Proud To Be United
Methodist". On subsequent
Sundays, we will watch a
short video from Rob
Renfroe, a GMC supporter;
another short video from
Adam Hamilton, providing a
response clarifying misinformation; and ending with open
discussion.
We hope to see you there.
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Build Good Habits
with Exercise Your Faith
Forget the resolutions. This
new year can be a great time
to start building good habits.
What have you fallen out of
the habit of doing over the
busy holiday season? Have
you formed habits you need
to break? When you don’t
succeed at “resolutions”, you
feel like you failed. So get
away from the resolutions and
the guilt and take time for selfevaluation. Make some life
changes without the pressure
piled on top and maybe something will stick.
The Exercise
Your Faith group
is here to
provide a healthy
habit. Join us every Monday
at 1:30 PM in the overflow
room at the church. We do
low-impact aerobic walking
exercises (no floor work) and
talk about healthy living habits.

Souper Bowl Sunday
Souper Bowl Sunday is
a super simple way to
celebrate the big game
while feeding neighbors
in need. Our
church will be
collecting cans of
chili and beef stew until
January 29th. There will
be a barrel located in the
entryway.
These donations will be used
to help Hope
Ministries serve
hundreds of
free warm meals
every day to
hungry folks in
Central Iowa.
hopeminis-

Adel Food Pantry
January’s personal item of
the month is toothbrushes.

Place your
donation in
the designated
tub in the entryway.

Soups and Fellowship

Christy Jungman and Mindy
Doggett serve delicious hot soup at
Soups and Fellowship.
Dessert!
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Elves help young shoppers.
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What started as a single

event to benefit many in our
community was made possible
again this year through the
generosity of two church
families: VMUMC and VM
Baptist Church.
This year’s affair included
more than 130 little shoppers.
There were over 50 elves
(many of them high schoolers)
who were involved in sorting
donations, setting up and filling
tables on Friday, then assisting
shoppers with their gift lists
and wrapping up treasures on
Saturday. Of course, there
was pizza and there were so,
so many donuts. The elves
wore matching t-shirts, often
accented with jingle bell
necklaces and twinkly headbands which added to the
festive feeling.
All of this provided us the
opportunity and pleasure to
report that we had another

record year to assist those
less fortunate in our community: We have been able to
help 35 households with
children plus an additional ten
senior citizen households.
Over $4,000 in gift cards have
been distributed.
Two other communities,
Stuart and Linden, were able
to benefit from the items
remaining after Kids’ Shopping
Day. They appreciated our
sharing.
Our work is not done. Please
look for bags and tissue paper
on sale at the end of the
Christmas season for next
year’s event. Also, the
Missions committee will
continue with this work
during spring/summer of
2023. The need for assistance
is great.

Thank you to SO many who
helped in SO many ways to
help SO many.

Kids Shopping Day elves ready to go
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

January Birthdays
Zach Eggleston
Laura Heaton
Andruw Cockburn
Miranda Steinfeldt
Jean Willard
Suzanne Lowman
Avery Cockburn
Roger Anderson
Jamie Cockburn
Hayley McNace
Jennifer Alexander
John Clark
Shawna Pope
Holly Adams
Evelyn Carlson
Brianna Redmond
Jean Pierce
Alison Carlsen
Jamie Champion
Katie Traxler
Ellen Heaton
Nash Lundberg

January Anniversaries
Rex & Darlis Wambold
Gary & Kimberly Sacker

Pray
those under
for...
medical care
or recovering
Marsha Jimmerson,
Gene DeBoer, Glenn Wemer,
Ellen Heaton, Ila Taft, Sherry
Hallberg, JoAnne Keltner,
Kathleen Gunzenhauser,
Erica Ritter, Shirley Jackson,
Diane Gillepsie, Jeff Schoenherr
(Angie Currie’s stepfather),
Dan Follmann (Dana Muzney’s
father), Melvis Jimmerson

those living with illness,
struggle, abuse, grief, or other
challenges
those in harm’s way
those who grieve
Our condolences to
Dana Muzney and the
Follmann family on
the passing of her
mother, Janice
Follmann.
Our condolences to the
friends of longtime
Booneville UMC
organist Alice Myers.
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